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REMARKS 

As a preliminary matter, Applicants thank the Examiner for the allowance of 


claim 19, and the acknowledgement of allowable subject matter in claims 2, 3, 7, 10, 13 and 
16. The present amendment accepts allowable subject matter, without raising new issues. 
Accordingly, entry of this amendment and allowance are respectfully requested. 


Claims 1, 4-6, 8-9, 11-12, 14-15, 17-18 and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 


§103(a) as being unpatentable over Fergason ( 4 422) in view of Nonomura et al. ('021). To 
expedite prosecution, Applicants cancelled claims 1, 4-6, 8-9, 11-12, 14-15, 17-18 and 20. 


For the foregoing reasons, Applicants believe that this case is in condition for 


allowance, which is respectfully requested. The Examiner should call Applicants' attorney if 
an interview would expedite prosecution. 


March 2, 2004 

300 South Wacker Drive - Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312.360.0080 
Facsimile: 312.360.9315 
Customer Number 24978 


Respectfully submitted, 



GREER, BURNS & GRAIN, LTD. 


Laura R. Wanek 
Registration No. 53,737 


P:\DOCS\l 100\66059\443256.DOC 


6 


